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[ hope you and your families had a wonderful holiday season and a
happy, healthy start to the New Year. As we head into 2026, | want to
sincerely thank each of you for everything you do every day for
patients, families, and communities across Nebraska. Your dedication
to infectious diseases—often behind the scenes and always essential
—does not go unnoticed, and [ am grateful to be part of such a
committed and thoughtful professional community.

Over the past six months, our society has been active in speaking up
for science, evidence-based medicine, and patient-centered care.
NIDS issued two position statements—Vaccines Do Not Cause Autism
and Children Deserve Evidence-Based Vaccine Guidance (both of
which can be found on our website)—to clearly reaffirm our
commitment to protecting children and supporting families with
accurate, evidence-based information. We also joined colleagues
nationwide in signing a coordinated statement with the Infectious
Diseases Society of America calling for the resignation of Secretary
Kennedy, reflecting our responsibility as ID professionals to advocate
when public health is at risk.

Behind the scenes, our committees have been hard at work, and I'm
excited about what’s ahead. Planning is well underway for our Annual
Meeting, and this year we are thrilled to partner with the Nebraska
Antimicrobial Stewardship Assessment and Promotion Program to
host a joint NIDS Annual Meeting and Antimicrobial Stewardship
Summit. By combining efforts, we hope to streamline resources, offer
more focused tracks, and reduce conference fatigue—while building a
meeting that becomes a truly sought-after regional event.
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There are also great opportunities coming up to connect and learn
together. Our next Ask the Expert webinar will be held on February
24th, 2026, with Dr. Clayton Mowrer speaking on congenital infections.
In addition, our Advocacy and Outreach Committee is planning a
spring “Happy Hour” designed purely to bring us together—no slides,
no prep, no pressure (and yes, that is very much intentional).

As we look ahead, I also want to take a moment to highlight the
importance of NIDS membership dues. Membership support is what
allows us to host our Annual Meeting, offer free CME through our Ask
the Expert webinar series, and continue building meaningful
programming for our community. Without dues, these core activities
simply are not possible. 'm excited to share that our updated website
now provides a much-improved way to manage membership, track
participation, and communicate more effectively with our members. If
you haven’t yet renewed your membership or created an account on
the new site, | encourage you to do so—it directly supports the work
we do together and helps ensure NIDS remains a strong, sustainable
voice for infectious diseases across Nebraska.

Lastly, our Communications Committee continues to make meaningful
progress, including updating our website, strengthening relationships
with local media, and putting together this newsletter to keep you
informed and connected. [ am incredibly proud of the work we are
doing as a society and the impact we are making across Nebraska. |
encourage everyone to stay engaged—within NIDS and in your own
communities—as we continue to advocate for our patients, our
profession, and public health.

Thank you for all that you do. I look forward to the important work
ahead and to continuing this momentum together.

Kari Neemann, MD

























